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An Exposition or LUKE Xxv1. 
( Continued.) 


The Parable of the rich man and Lazerua. 


The strong figures introduced by our Saviour in 
this parable, are peculiarly gratifying to unbelievers 
in the salvation of God, who, without reason, or 
analogy, and pleased with the hell, flame, and tor- 
ment, there spoken of, use the terms, and appro- 
priate them with the liberality, and about the same 
success as respects their cause, that a quack does his 
infallible remedies. [t is yet a disputable point, even 


— objection against the last effort of 
orthodoxical guibblers. And it is far from improbable, 
to suppose, that Christ, with a view to make the 
way of the transgressor more hard, and to mark 
with strong distinctions the different features of doc- 
trine by the figures he introduced; he purposely, 
and with an eye to the future Gentile believers in 
his salvation,made choice of this remarkable phrase- 
ology, which, like an ancient land-mark, defines 
and explains to the candid mind the disposition of 
peg beurrs his heavenly Father has in store for a 
lost, benighted world. The works of the creature 
amoung those who lay claim to orthedoxy, whether | are not ouly kept out of sight, and not suffered to 
this part of vur Saviour’s speech, as recorded by | be even hinted at as a step to heaven, but the crea- 
Luke, is to be considered a parable, or received ac- | ture is positively described under figures, which, in 
cording to its literal import. We shall leave them | their relative connexion, by analogy, militate against 
the quiet possession of their own notions, and let | even the possibility of misconstruction to a bevevo- 
thein dispose of the absurdity between themselves. lent mind, although they are a full repast to the 
There is, however, an uaderstanding of it commen! Pharisee, who, when he cannot glut sufficiently up- 





— 





Israel, and J will bless them.’ Exodus xx, 24. ‘An 
altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt 
sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace- 
offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: In all places 
where J record my name, I will come unto thee, and 1 
wil bless thee.” Paul, in his First Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians, x. 1, 2, 3, 4.* Moreover, brethren, | would 
not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fa- 
thers were under the cloud ; all passed through the 
sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual 
meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink ; 
for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them; and that Rock was Christ. ‘The Jews, there- 
fore, were emphatically rich in spiritual blessings; 
and that they are prefigured in the parable, repre- 
sentatively by their high priest, and he particularly 
described, is evident, trom the account of his vest- 
ments, given in Exodus xxviii. 2, 4, 5,8, 15, &e, 


to both, aud equally pleasant to buth; for they mu- 
tually agree in this particular, that hell fire and tor- 
ments is to be the portion of the sinner in a future 
state; and this is resulved from both their views of 
the subject,—one declaring, that as a parable, the 

unished are exhilited asa warning tw the world; 
and the other, that it is a literal narrative of God's 
judgment and displeasure manifested iu the eternal 
damoatiou and misery of the offender, and the feli- 
city of the righteous, &c.; and is held up as a beacon 
to admonish the sinner, by showing him the conse- 

uence of sin; and to stimulate the righteous, by the 
Coaplanee to be found and enjoyed in ‘ Abraham's 
bosom.” Although our exposition of the parable of 
the unjust steward, and the manifest connexion which 
exists between the two parables are unanswerable 
objections against their views of the subject, still 
with a view to afford inquirers after truth an exten- 
sive and plain exhibition of our Saviour’s declara- 
tious, ake expose the absurd contradictions which 
surround and crowd upon every part of the doc- 
trine which orthodox divines have squeezed out of 
it, we shall mention in order,dtficulties, which, with 
all their zeal, they have been obliged to stumble 
against, and which continue to stop their progress 
in all their pious attempts to remove them. They 
contend, that every man will be judged, and his fu- 
ture state determined, by the deeds dune in the body, 
whether good or bad. Supposing we grant them 
this part of their statement? What follows? das. 
Their views of this last part of the 16th chap of 
Luke, are contradicted and defeated by themselves, 
independent of any other objection; for call ita 
porable, or what you will, there is not one word said 
about the sins of the rich man, or the righteousness 
of Lazarus! What! Isa man to be damned and 
made miserable without end, and his condition ex- 
posed to the world to deter others, and his crimes 
which produced the horrid catastrophe, not so 
much as even hinted at? Anda man rewarded with 
endless felicity and happiness, and held up to man- 
kind as an example to stimulate others, and Ais vir- 
tues not even mentioned 2 Nay more,—the recipient 
of heaven is described as glutted with joy, and su- 
pine from satiety, unmindful of every thing, and 
absorbed with his own self,—and the other, the 
wretch in hell, as feelingly alive to the welfare of 
others, and his mouth full ef sentiments and expres- 
sions of solicitude for his brethren! True, he was 
suffering, and his fears were more for others than for 
himself,—the good man in heaven was happy, and 
not a wish escaped his lips for the happiness of 
others ; not one benevolent expression did he utter, 
not a word; all was absorbed in self, and he could be 
ma miserable positively, were not negative 

appiness laid in the balance! But, says the objector, 
eatching at the last straw withiu his grasp, Why. he 
toas rich! Now we ask,—Is it a crime to be rizh? 
If so, remember, the unjust steward’s lord is de- 
scribed as a‘ Ricu Man!!! This, we think, is an 





where it is specified of his garments, that they 
should be of * purple and jine twined linen.’ And 
the high priest being the representative of the people, 
is proved iv the 2ist and 29th verses. The phrase- 
ology of the parable, therefore, is illustrated, and its 
application to the Jews, in the character of their 
high priest, necessarily obvious. “ They fared 
sumpluousiy” in spiritual things, * every day.’ 

* dnd there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, _ of sores.” The 
phraseology of this verse of the parable, is in a re- 
markable manner explanatory in its figures of the 
person, who is a figure of the Gentile nations. As 
the rich man is the representative of the Jews, so 
the beggar is the representative of the Gentiles. And 
the contrast in their conditions, with respect to their 
spiritual riches and knowledge of their heavenly 
Father, is designated and explained in the strongest 
possible terms. It is declared, not that the beggar 
of his own accord, voluntarily went and laid himself 
at the rich man’s gate, but that he was laid there. 


on his own merits, will fill himself by way of deserts 
with the erimes of his neighbours. On the whole, 
we think a candid person who reads the expositions 
of believers iv endless misery and unbelievers in the 
salvation of God for a lost world, must acknowledge, 
that they, in attempting to expound, confound,—and 
they introduce two difficulties, where they remove 
one. Their view of this parable, among other 
strange contradictions, has the following,—accord- 
ing to their hypothesis, the damned in hell spend 
their time in cursing and blaspheming God, and in 
the indulgence of every malignant passion, ‘ becom- 
ing mere devils ;* and wonderful to relate, the rich 
man in hell is deseribed to be in the erercise of the 
most humane and benevolent feelings for his brethren, 
and expresses the utmost solicitude for their happi- 
ness! e must, however, do them the justice to 
say, that even this, isto them a kind of negative 
consistency; for being obliged to admit, that senti- 
ments of compassion and benevolence are taught by 
the Saviour, and of consequence, being durable, 
must continue to exist; and declating that the tnhabi- | This figure is descriptive of the condition in which 
tants of heaven will at a future time be divested of | the providence of God placed the Gentiles. Solo- 
the weakness of natural affection, and those (in their | mon says, “*Wisdom crieth in the openings of the 
opinion, we presume,ungodly) sensations, which ave | gatcs ;’ but it is * in the cily that she ultereth her 
sometimes experienced ov beholding those who are | words.” The beggar or Gentiles, were placed with- 
dear to us,in pain and suffering, they’ are obliged to j oud the gate, ata distance, and poor indeed, as re- 
banish these ieontieg feelings from heaven, and for | spected their knowledge of the revelation of God, 
want of a worse place, they consign them to weL!| Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, xi. 12. de- 
This is a truth, which may be unpleasant to an ortho- | scribes the poverty of the Gentiles, and declares of 
dor mind, especially, when it is stripped of the false | them, respecting their condition previous to their 
gloss and tinsel with which a miserable sophistry | obtaining knowledge of the salvation of God, ‘ That 
has vainly attempted to garnish and brighten it. And | at that time ye were withoud Christ, being aliens 
blind indeed must that man be, who deceived by from the commonwealth of Israel, (lying at the 
his prejudices, considers the * bosom of bgaham’ as! rich man’s gate,) and strangers from the covenants 
the heavenly mansions, which Christ went to pre- | of promize, having no hope, (desiring to be fed with 
pare for the possession which le purchased with his | crumbs, &c.) and without God in the world.’ Paul’s 
blood ! {eccount is in perfect harmony with the parable. It 

* There was a certain rich man, which was clothed | has been observed, that the diflerence which exists 
in — and fine linen, and fured sumptuously | etween the human and the brute creation, is in no 
every day.’ | particular so obvious, as in reason, the prerogative 

The ‘certain rich man,’ is a figure of the Jews, who | of man. This, it is presumed, may be called ab- 
were represented by their high priest, whose dress, | street reasoning ; aod we shall take the liberty to 
composed of purple and fine linen, is chosen by the | differ, at least, so far as to say, that the desires 
Saviour to illustrate the parable. To ‘them were | which in uninterrupted succession generate in, and 
committed the oracles of God.’ Romans iii. 2. | emanate from, the human heart, mark with unequal- 
The Jews, or Israelites, were the peculiar people of | led emphasis, aud draw the line with unequivocal 
God, in contradistinction to all the other nations | exactness between man and the brute. There is at 
which dwelt on the face of the earth; and their} least, a similarity in the reason of man and the un- 
riches which they possessed, and which were with- | describable instinct of the brute. But the desires of 
held from the heathen nations, were spiritual, and | man, if judged by their effects, which would fill vo- 
are particularized in the book of Numbers, vi. 22 | lumes to deseribe, and which exhibit bim on the 
to 27th verses inclusive ‘ And the Lord spake unto | theatre of life absorbed in erratic pursuits and chi- 
Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron, and unto his | meras, having for their object a duration, compared 
sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children | with which, his present existence is but a point, and 
of Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless thee. | an end, commensurate with the magnitude of his 
and keep thee; the Lord make his face shine upon | wishes, all similarity vanishes, and cenparison in 
thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up | this thing, is a term, rendered of necessity obsolete. 
his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. | If these premises are true, and we think they are, 


And they shal) put my name upon the children of | man, especially in social life, is the victim of his 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine. 


Rev. Sin,—! observed in your last Magazine, an 
Extract of a letter written byJonn Carvin, inidél, 
to the Manquis Pater Aigh Chamberlain to the King 
of Navarre, selected from the .V. ¥. Gospel Herald. 
itstruck me as an effectual refutation of all the at- 
tempts to defend Calvin from the charge of pos- 
sessing a most ungodly, persecuting spirit. But it 
seems very desirable that the publie should be 
certified of the authenticity of the letter from which 
the abominable extract is taken; for the Calvinists 
manifest a determination to screen their great leader 
from the imputation of cruelty, even in his conduct 
towards Serretus. See the following extract from 
the Life of Calvin, in Brewster's Encyclopedia. 

“ It is not true, however, that Calvin showed any 
undue eagerness to procure the destruction of Ser- 
vetus. Much has been alleged to this purpose by 
his enemies; but it has no foundation in fact. He 
acted in this case as he uniformly did, from no 
party view, or paltry resentments, but from a strong 

sense of duty, and an ardent zeal for truth. What 
he did in it, indeed, he did with his characteristic 
steadiness and zeal. It is evident, however, that his 
chief anxiety was not to punish Servetus, but to 
. : 7 : “| make him retract his error. He tried most earnest- 
uncertainty relative to their origin and future desti- | ly and patiently to prevent the catastrophe which 
nation, give birth to a curiosity and solicitude, they | (jJowed; but this design was frustrated by the ob- 
neither could suppress, nor command. They were, | stinacy, the violence and impious language of Ser- 
therefore, poor, and blind, and naked ; destitute of | yetus himself. Even after this unba py man was con- 
hope, and without any God, save the creature of | demned, Calvin felt for him; and though he could 
their imaginations, who was gendered in fear, and pot get the execution of the law patency endea- 
whose fancied existence served only to perpetuate | voured, but in vain, to procure a remission of the 
their bondage and make them miserable. In this) pore harsh and painful parts of the sentence. These 
chaos of doubt, this dark delirium of uncertainty, | observations are made, not to exculpate Calvin, nor 
they would receive with avidity even the * crumbs | justify the use of fire and faggot in defence of the 
which fell from the rich man’s table.’ The propor- vospel, but merely to do justice to the memory of 
tion which the smallest crumb bears to the plentiful | this great reformer, and to moderate the hostility 
= which is furnished for the subsistence of a | and Jessen the confidence of his enemies.” 

amily, is far greater, than was the knowledge of the Through the medium of your Magazine, Sir, I 
Gentiles, compared to the smallest portion of the | would submit my request to the Editor of the‘ N. 
revelation which God made of himself to the Jews, | y Gospel Herald, for the circumstances which may 


the * rich man.’ ; : ‘establish the genuineness of the above-mentioned 
“ Moreover, the dows came and licked his sores.” \orter. 


There is an apparent incongruity im this phraseely- | 
gy when considered in connexion, the figure, with 
the thing personated or intended. The word dogs, 
occurs stir times in the New Testament. See Matt. 
7. 6. and 15, 26, 27. Mark vii. 2® Luke xvi. 21. Phil. 
iii. 2. Rev xxii. 15. The word dogs, as first quoted, 
was evidently used by Christ to designate unbe- 
lievers. The second, 15, 26. we think is a pointed 
allusion to the Genttles ; to one of whom Christ 
then addressed himself. The quotation from Mark, 
&e., is the same; and the woman declared to be a 
Greek. That in Luke is the subject under conside- 
ration. In Phil. we think Paul intended by dogs, | 
unbelievers ; especially these,who possessed a perse- 
euting spirit. The passage in Rev. we think un- 
questionably applies, from its connexion, to all per- 
secuting unbelievers; who are without faith in 
Christ. The preceding verse speaks of entering 
into the city (the New Jerusalem.) through the 
gates. These gates are licelre in nuinber, and we 
presume, are figurative of the twelve apostles of 
Christ ; and entering through the gates, of believing 
through the instrumentality of the preaching of the 
apostles, &e. Consequently, from the general appli- 
eation made of the ferm, by our Saviour in the pas 
sages quoted, when he addressed the Greek woman, 
it is not only proper, but necessary to understand 
the term in the parable as applicable to the Gentiles, 
of whom the Grecian and Roman philosophers, in 
particular, were, we think, alluded to. The faet, 
that a dog licking a sore, or wound, is heneficial, 
and gives momentary relief to the suiferer, is illus. "st. He was bern at Villa Neuva in Arragon, in 
trative of the figure in the parable. ‘The writings of | Spain, not long after the year 1500. He was bred 
Socrates,Plato and Seneca, and others, may be con- | te physic, but he was early inclined to religious 
sidered as affording a partial satisfaction to that | Studies, and at the age of eighteen he became an au- 
curiosity inherent in all men, respecting their origin | ther. His first publication was designed to oppose 
and destination. And the inquietude, the certain the doctrine of the Trinity. The errors of Ser- 
consequence of ignorance and idolatry, and which | Vetus on this and some an subjects we lament. 
was the companion of the poor man, or Gentiles, re- But this does not hinder us from pitying his fate, 
ceived at least but an uncertain and momentary re- | and detesting the persecuting intrigues which cost 
lief from the conjectures, of even the wisest and best | im his life. Servetus passed through various for- 
informed of the ancient philosophers. — and published anumber of works, all of 
: which we must pass over. While he was studyin 
(To be continued.) at the University at Paris, he became acquainted 


desires ; and what at first view may seem an incon- | 
gruity, a certain sacrifice to uncertain expectations, 
the fruitful concomitant of unchastened desire, and 
unbounded wishes. While the Gentiles were aliens 
and at the gate, they were in possession of social,but 
not religious life. Let the word religion be received 
according to its proper import, and a man be 
considered religious in proportion as he 1s re united 
to bis Father God ; and this reunion be defined to 
exist, only in proportion as man is (ke his merciful, 
beneficent, and forgiving heavenly Father; and the 
condition of the Gentiles, without God in the world, 
and ignorant of their origin and destination, is 
abundantly manifest. ‘Their passions produced 
their gods ; pride and fear erected their altars; and 
ignorance presided in their temples! The only light | 
which irradiated their worship, was the fires whieh 
gleamed from the faggots when their children were 
offered to devils,—and the only answer of peace 
which they received, was the gloomy hope of sa- 
tiating with the fruit of their bodies, the vengeance 
of the demons they worshipped. Although pride, 
which is inherent in the breasts of all men, might 
induce the Gentiles to boast of their pre-eminence, 
still the insufficiency of their dark and doubtful 
state would, unwished crowd upon their minds, and 


”? 


Boston Universalist Magazine. 


In answer to the above, we have only to say, that 
we copied the extract in question from a Calvinistic 
publication, entitled * 1 General History of the Bav- 
rist Dexominarion in sdmerica, and other parts 
of the world. By Davin Benepicr, A.M. Pastor 
of the Baevist Cnvren in Pawtucket, R. 1’ &e. 
* Bosvon, printed by Lincotn and Epmanps, .Vo. 
53 Cornhili. 1413. 

The subject is introduced in Vol. I. Page 184, as 
follows. 

* Michael Servelus. This unhappy man was a Spa- 
niard by birth, and lost his life at Geneya by means 
of the famous John Calvin. He was not imme- 
diately connected’ with the Baptists we have been 
deserbing, but as ne account of him has yet been 
given, this seems the most proper place to say a few 
things respecting him. ‘The death of this unfortu- 
nate man produced very lively emotions both of 
pity and resentment in the breasts of many, who 
were not altogether in favour of his religious opi- 
Hions, 

Many have written accounts of this much injured 
man, and uttered the severest rebukes against Cal- 
vin and his party, by whem he was committed to 
the flames.  Robinsen has entered somewhat large- 
ily into his histery in his Researches, under the Arti- 
‘ele, The Church of Navarre and Biscay; but our 

lnmits will permit us to give only the brief outlines 
of the eharacter and sufferings of this famous Bap- 


with Calvin, who was nearly of his age. This was 
about twenty years before he was burnt at Geneva. 

From Paris, Servetus went to Lyons, where he 
met with Peter Palmier, a Catholic and Archbisho 
of Vienna in Dauphine. The Archbishop being a 
lover of learned men, and fond of Servetus, press. 
ed him to go to Vienna and practise physic, and of. 
fered him an apartment in his palace. The doctor 
accepted his invitation, and thirteen years lived safe 
and hap y, under the auspices of his Catholic pa- 
tron. Tins prelate seems to be one of those, of 
whom there have been vumbers in the Catholic 
Chureh, who think freely, but who do not act con- 
sistently, who inwardly disapprove of their own 
corrupt system, but who, for reasons best known to 
themselves, continue to defend it. The reformers 
of that day could not conceive how a Catholic 
Archbishop and an Anabaptist Doctor could live iq 
yeace in different apartments in the same palace. 
The enemies of Servetus envied his felicity, and 
plotted his ruin. A prosecution Was commenced 
against him, and he was cast into prison; but he 
svon, by the indulgence of the jailer, made his es- 
cape and concealed himself four months, no body 
knows where. The prosecution was carried on in 
his absence; he was condemned to be burnt alive in 
a slow fire, and he was actually burnt in effigy, 
Being thus hunted by his enemies, this persecuted 
man next determined on going to Naples, in hope 
of settling there in the practice of his profession. It 
is supposed that he was induced to this measure by 
a Spanish nobleman, named John Valdesius, who 
was the secretary to the King of Naples, and who 
had embraced the = of the Anabaptists.* 
He took his way through Geneva, and kept close 
for fear of discovery. While he waited for a boat 
to cross the lake, Calvin, by some means, got intelli- 
gence of his arrival, and although it was Sunday, 
yet he prevailed upon the chief syndich to arrest 
and imprison him. The proceedings against him are 
too lengthy to be related here, but the issue of them 
was, that on the 27th of October, 1553, this unfor- 
tunate man, with many aggravating circumstances, 
was burnt alive at Geneva for heresy.” A multitude 
of testimonies go to prove that Calvin was at the 
head of this barbarous affair But omitting all 
others, I will transeribe a part of a letter written by 
him in 1561, to the Marquis Paet, high Chamber- 
lain to the king of Navarre.t” 

—_—->—_ 
COMMUNICATION. 
Infidelity Considered. 


Having premised that nothing of the world, or of 
God can be known to men, but by their relative spi- 
rits, and shown the office of these spirits, that the 
elder shall serve the younger; or in other words, 
that the spirit of man is such that itis to be regene- 
rated by the Spirit of God, and that he is an infidel 
who has not this Spirit: For saith Seripture testi- 
mony, he that hath not the Spirit of Christ is 
none of his. 

Now to draw conclusions from these premises 
let us proceed. “ By their fruits shall ye know them; 
mev do not gather grapes of therns, or figs of this- 
tles. A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit; 
neither ean a good tree bring forth evil fruit.” Make 
the tree good, and its fruit will be good. Men do 
not, neither can they of themselves, bring forth any 
thing thatis good. Of myself, saith Christ, [ ean 
do nothing. But these spirits are the sources of 
fruit terrestrial, or celestial; and he is characterized 
a good or a bad man, an infidel, or a believer, a de- 
vil or a saint, according to the reign of these spirits, 
and not according to lip confession thereof. ‘Thus 
simply we have come to the source from whence 
arises, or is derived to man, his essential good or 
real evil. Had man no capaeity for the acceptation 
of any, but a terrestrial spirit, he could no more 
transgress a divine command, than the beasts of the 
field. But that he may be an heir of immortality 
and eternal life, his beneficent Creator has organized 
him for the reception of his own blessed Spirit. 
“ God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
begotten Son for alight to the world,that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. Before Abraham was I am.” saith Christ 








* ¢ Kobinson’s Researches, p. 546, 








to the contending Jews; and further tells his disci- 
ples of the people, “If I had not come and spake unto 
them, they had not had sin, but now they have no 
cloak for their sin,”—as much as to say, if man had 
no other manifestation than the spirit of the world, 
no further obedience would have been required, and 
consequently, in this he could not have transgress- 
ed; but now, having this in such a way, as to be 
qualified to receive a celestial Divine Spirit, and 
by its reception, enabled to obey its dictates, man 
js capable of sinning; and actually commits sin 
just in the same degree as he counteracts this Spirit; 
for he is acceuntable for what he kas, and not for 
what he has not. 

“In the beginning was the Word, the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
jn the beginning with God; all things were made 
by him, and without him was not aoy thing made 
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of meo;and is the true light which lighteth eve- 
ry man that cometh into the world.” John further 
testifies,—that John the Baptist was sent from God ; 


but was not that light, but came to bear witness of 


that light. Soit may be said of all ay ye given 
by ispiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for ceproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness, that (not only) the man of God may be 
perfected, thoroughly furnished unto all good works; 
but the unbelievers may be directed by its testimo- 
ny to this life, which is the only true light in which 
God may be known, the soul enlivened and en- 
lightened i: relation to him, and his holy kingdom. 
Without this, the high professor and the profane are 
ona level; thesouls of both equally destitute of 
the knowledge of God,and in that chaotic state as to 
Divine creation and heavenly order, which is with- 
out form and void; without form of the Divine 
image, and void of Divine life, and consequently, 
DAKKNESS covers the face of the MIGHTY DUPE. 
And this will remain, notwithstanding the effects of 
the natural man to remedy his condition; for the 


wisdom of man never wrought the righteousness of 


God, Non NEVER CaN! for it is earthly, sensual and 
devilish, and can bring to no higher point, let its 
pretensions be as they may. But when the all-crea- 
tive Word of Divine power speaks in the soul, ‘ Let 
there be light, —then wt is that the soul is supernatu- 
rally animated and enlightened, having that which 
forms, which fills the void, and shines inte the dark 
under: tanding of the natural man, and gives him to 
see a new crealion began in his soul by the light 
which is Christ, and is the life of men. Such can 
behold with eestasy of joy the overshadowing of the 
Highest, and exclaim with Mary, * My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, for he that is Mighty hath done 
for me great things, and holy is bis name.’ And with 
the evangelical prophet,For uato us a child is born, 
unto us a sen is given: and his name shall be, Won- 
dei ful, Counsellor, the Mighty God the Everlasting 
Father, and the Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall be no 
end.’ The zeal of the Lord of Host, will perform 
this, and net the zealof man. For the zeai of man, 
the wisdum of man, and the righteousness of man, 
are all of the spirit of the world, and this spiril 
constitutes the very essence of inripeuity! 
AN IMPARTIALIST. 
( To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 


We think the phraseology of our correspondent 
may be misconstrued; and we, therefore, remark, 
we presume he intended by the declaration, * And 
gives him to see a new creation begun iv his soul, by 
the light which is Christ,’ &e., that he, the believer, 
comes to the knowledge, by the teaching of Christ, 
that he is in Christ a new creature; and that new 
feelings of gratitude to Christ, for a gift which his 
own exertions never could procure, are created, or 
generated in his bosom, warms aod invigorates his 
heart, and by purifying his affections, produces new 
views of his heavenly Father, and love for his breth- 
ren the whole family of man! 


—~—— 


Scripture Mustrations. 


Mr. Morier, in his account of his second journe 
through Persia, makes the following remarks ,-— 
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“ The most conspicuous building in Hamadan.is the , 
Mesjid Jumah, a large mosque now falling into de- | 
cay, and before it a maidan, or square, which serves | 
as a market place. Here we observed every morn- | 
ing before the sun rose, that a numerous body of 

peasants were collected, with spades in their hands, 
waiting, as they informed us, to be hired by the day, | 
to work inthe surrounding fields. This custom, 

which I have never seen in any other part of Asia, 


yard, in the 20th chapter of Matthew,---particular- | 
ly when passing by the same place late in the day, | 
we still found others standing idle, and remembered 

his words, “ Why stand ye here all the day idle?” 

as most applicable to their situation; for putting the 

very same question to them, they answered us, 

“ because no man hath hired us.” 

-Vew Hampshire Gazette. 


CONTROVERSIAL, 
AN SWE R TO. Amat ou: Vebaeates, 
( Continued. ) 


The declaration made by our correspondent, in 
his fourth paragraph, we presume may charitably be 
ascribed to ignorance, and its concomitant, preju- 
dice. If he ever recites this falsehood, he does it 
with a twinge of conscience. For he now knows 
better. ‘ A Universal restitution,’ says our refuter, 
‘as before observed, is contradicted by numerous 
passages in the Scriptures, which assert in as strong 
terms the everlasting misery of the wicked, as they 
do the eternal happiness of the righteous; and if 
the misery of the wicked be Limited, as some would 
fain think, the felicity of the righteous also, must 
he so too; for the very same expressions, which are 
the most forcible that could have been adopted to 
convey an idea of eternal duration, have been used 
to express the continuation of each of their condi- 


























tions.’ Now, Reader, if we cannot prove this state- 
ment of our correspondent to be false and unfound- | 
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respondent, Is this the God you worship’? Does your 
god work such works as these? Will ‘all nations, 
and the kindreds of the nations, all the ends of the 
world remember and turn unto your god, and come 
and worship before him and glorify his name? No! 
You well know, that the god whom you worship, 
and whom your prototypes and compatriots have 
deified, according to your account, will consign to 


flames and devils, nine out of ten of the miserable 
forcibly struck us as a most happy illustration of | wretches, whom you pretend he made for that very 
our Saviour’s parable of the labourers in the vine- | purpose! Are you not ashamed for your god, whea 


you see him dwindle into tusignificance, and look 
black with malignity, on the slightest comparison 
with the God of the whole earth, the Universal Fa- 
ther, Friend, Benefactor, and the Saviour of the 
world? If not, you have no shame in you. The 
God and Saviour whom we worship, will blast with 
the effulgence of the smallest ray of Ais glory, the 
malignant demon, whom the dignified imaginations 
of proud Pharisees and infuriated Zealots have 
generated iv their piously bewildered imaginations! 
In fine, —The DEVIL we despise and resist, is less 
malignant, than the god you pretend to worship and 
adore! The great and glorious Being we worship, 
spoke by the mouth of his holy prophet Isaiah, and 
said, * L have sworn by myself, the word is gone out 
of my mouth, righteousness, and shall not return, 
That unfo me EVERY knee shall bow, EVERY 
tongue shall swear; SURELY shall say, in the 
Lord have | righteousness and strength; to HIM 
shall come, and ALL that are INCENSED against 
him SHALL BE ASHAMED! Now, we ask our 
* young,’ but bold refuter, who has ‘no fear to un- 
dertake to prove’ Jehovah and all his holy prophets 
LIARS, whether this contradicts the testimony re- 
lative to the doctrine of the restitution of all things? 
If so, please to fell how? We demand of you, to an- 
swer the fullowing questions,—/first, whether every 
knee will not include all the race of Adam, every 
man? Second, whether you believe that every tongue 
shall confess the TRUTH, when EVERY ronceur 
confesses, that they have ricurrousness IN God? 
Third, Whether your were will be full of sinners, 


ed, we will give up, and acknowledge that we know devils, and fire and brimstone, when every one shall 
nothing about the matter. Now one thing is evi- | come to God 2 Fourth. Whether * sinners rill be 
dent; if the declaration of our student be true, and | mere devils, and be BLASPHEMING and CURS- 
the doctrine of the ‘ Universal restitution of all | (NG God, when they BOW the KNEE,and confess 
things,’ false, the Scriptures of the Old and New \* In the Lord have l RIGNTEOL SN ESS?’ ry th. 
Testaments are false also; and the declaration of | Whether you believewhen JEHOVAH SWEARS 
the Apostle Peter, see Acts, iii. 20, 21. of * Jesus | BY HIMSELF, that be means what he says ? And 
Christ, whom the heaven must receive, until the | ifso, will not you, “hen, be ashamed of having un- 
times of RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, | dertaken to prove your Creator, Redeemer, and 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy | Sanctifier,a LIAR!!! W e think you w ill. 

prophets since the world began ;’ must be false like- Our correspondent, likewise in his fourth para- 
wise!!! Reader, what do you think of this? We graph, declares of the Scriptures, that they * Assert 
appeal to your conscience, aad let your preconerived | it as strong terms the misery of the wicked, as they 
opinions be what they may, whether you profess to | do the eternal happiness of the righteous ; avd if 
believe in a limited, or unlimited, a conditional, or | the misery of the wicked is limited, as some would 
unconditional salvation, still we appeal to you, and | fui think, the felicily of the righteous also, must 
ask you, as you expect to give account to God; | be so tua, for the very Same expressions which are 
Would you, on the bed of death, at the moment the most forcible that could have been adopted to 
when you were about to enter the unveiled presence | CONVEY an ikea of eternal duration, have been used 
of your Creator and Judge, would you have the | to express the continuation of both of their condi- 
hardihood to declare with your last breath, that God | tions.’ Now we deny this without any ceremony! 
was a LIAR, and the mouth of all his holy prophels But we shall not trust our conclusions to the mercy 
the trumpeter of falsehood? No! You would not, | of the reader, without any premises to support 
The pride of opinion, the prejudices of education, | them. This might do for an inexperienced advo- 
and the foolish rage of party and sect, may now | cate of error, but would not answer for those who 
embolden you to ‘ delight in “scorning, and to hate | contend for the truth. Our correspondent imme- 
knowledge; but that time will be short! It is not in diately introduced in his Sifth a what 
the power of reason to conceive, or language to de- | We presume he intended for proof, that the ‘same 
fine, ‘ Universal restitution’ in clearer and stronger | expressions are used! &e. In the passage here 
terms, than the languoge of Seripture has done it | quoted, we cheerfully acknow ledge, because we 
The apostle declares, that God hath spoken by the acknowledge the truth, that if we had no other 
mouth of all his holy prophets, of the ¢ restitu- evidence of eternal, or never-ending existence in a 
tion of all things” And David, one of God's holy | future state, but what we could draw from the word 
prophets, testified and said,—* Among the gods | aor, uniformly used in the passages alluded to, 


there is none like unto thee,O Lord; neither are 
there any works like unto thy works. All nations 
whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 
thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy name. For 
thou art great, and doest wanibien things; thou 
art God alone. Psalm Ixxxvi. 8, 9,10. .4/l the ends 
of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord; 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship be- 
fore thee, for (what!) the kingdom is the Lord's, 
(not the devil’s) and he ts the Governor amovug the 








nations!” Psalm xxii. 27. We ask our young cor- 


we should have no expectation whatever. No! None! 
And why? Ans. Because the connexion would not 
justify an expectation, founded on this word ; nei- 
ther does the word mean any thing more than age, 
if used in the singular, or ages, if used in the plural! 
It is in vain for our opponents to attempt to dis- 
prove this. The day for looking the truth out of 
countenance, and the diploma of ‘ divine doctor’ 
giving currency and enforcing obedience on pain of 
eternal damnation to contradiction and absurdity, 


that day is gone by. We estimate the charitable 





anathemas of ow pious would-be sou! -keepers with- 
inone mill of their real value, and that we presume, 
is too well known to our readers to make it neces- 
sary to mention it. We request our cosrespondent 
to take his Bible, and divesting himself as much as 
possible of his prejudices, to examine carefully our 
data, and prove by positive facts, any errors in our 
doctrine from the Scripture, and we will thank 
him; and if he fads on mature examination, that he 
is wrong (and the god of this world does not blind 
him,) let him come like an honest man before the 
world, and confess the error of those sentiments he 
has ushered before the bar of the public. Now we 
are determined not to believe that while is black. 
And it would, we'think, be as easy to convince us 
that while is black, as to convince us of the truth of 
our correspondent’s shadowy premises. If the 
Scriptures mean any thing, they mean what they 
Say; and it is the height of folly and absurdity to try 
to pull and twist them to any other meaning. We 
again request our correspondent to give a candid 
hearing to the evidence we are going to produce, 
not from modern doctors of divinity, but trom the 
Scriptures of the inspiration of God. And first, 
we shall take this 2oth chap. of Matthew, at least 
that part of it which is introduced by our corres- 
pondent, &e. “ Depart from me ye cursed,” &e. 
Vien is this to take place? Do you believe Christ 
is coming (in the fu'ure tense,) to send a considera- 
ble part of the human race to endless misery ? If 
so, you deny in plain terms the testimony of the 
Scripiures, The apostle Peter dectared after the 
ascension of Christ, that the ‘ heaven must receive 
(retain) Hien, until the times of the restitution of all 
things, &e. Wili Christ come to judgment after all 
things are restored, and send restored men tu hell 2 
Again, Christ himsell, as recorded by John, xii 46 
to 90 inclusive, explains the fulure state of all men 
at the last day, and his judgment, if he is to be be- 
lieved, will be tire eventastine! Not death, nor 
damuation. Ve request our correspondent to re- 
collect, that the division of the Scriptures into chap- 
ter aud verse, is a modern invention; consequently, 
these divisions have nothing to do with the subjects, 
or the dvctrine contained in the chapters. The 
suiject treated of in the 25th chapter of Matthew, 
is commenced in the 23d chap. 36th verse of which 
declares, * Verily I say unto you, All these things 
shall come upon this generation.’ The subject is 
continued to the 24th chap and even the translators 
were convinced that he there spoke of the destruc- 
tion of the city of Jerusalem, and the temple, &e. 
The 30th verse declares, “ And then shall appear 
the siga of the Soo of man in heaven: and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory.” And the 34th verse | 
declares, * Verily Lsay uato you, This generation 
shall not pass away, till all these things be fulfilled.” 
The remainder of the chapter is a continuation of 
the same subject; and the 44th verse declares, 
‘In such ao hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh’ The 25th chap. commences, by saying, 
“ THEN, (When? .das. At the time spoken of in 
the 24th chap.) Then shall the kingdom of heaven 
be likened unto len virgins, &e., five of whom are 
wise and fire are foolish.” 
does not say, the kingdom of heaven is like five tise 
virgins, and the kingdom of hell is like five foolish 
virgins! No! Itisthe kingdom of heaven which is 
spokeo of. See Acts xi. 5, 6, to 9th verses, The 
135th verse of this 25th chap 44 of the xxiv. and 
86 of the xxiii, are proofs, that the same subject, 
namely, * the coming of the Son of man,’ &e, is 
continued = =The 3ist verse of the 25th chap. says, 
* When the Sen of man shall come in his glory,’ 
ke Then shall happen what our correspondent is 
pleased to consider the day of the coosummation of 
all ‘things; and that then a great number of the Au- 
man race will be consigned to endless torments! 
Now we declare, that the Sun of man came (in the 
past tense,) in the generation, to whom these words 
were addressed ; and as proof, we give the testime- 
ny of Christ by asellf. He declared, see 24th chap 
80th and 31st verses, that he should come, Xe; and 
further, that the generation to whom be addressed 
himself, should ned pass wway until all things be ful 


' 
ao . : 
Please to notice,—it | 
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‘ When the Son of man shall come,’ then shall hap- 
pen, &e., this which he previously ke of. And 
to add emphasis to his words, he declared, ‘ Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away!!! Let ourreruTEeR look at these testi- 
monies,and remember,that it is “Christ who argues, 
by Ais testimony, and not a feeble creature.” 

It is evident, therefore, that the expressions used 
by our Saviour, as recorded by Matthew, were only 
intended to convey an idea of a limited duration ; 
and they were by Christ confined to the age or gene- 
ration of those to whom he addressed himself. We 
shall presume to take it for granted, until cur cor- 
respondent proves to the contrary, that the king- 
dom spoken of, was the gospel ; and the declaration, 
‘ but the righteous into life acw»ov, means nothing 
more, nor less, than this, that the believers in the 
gospel, or salvation of God, should, during their age, 
or generation, or natural life, experience the joys 
which arise from the knowledge of the gospel or 
ee ; and which falls far short of the joys yet 
to be revealed. Paul preached this doctrine, see 
Romans, &th chap 28d verse.“ And not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have the first frutts | acscov ) 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan with our- 
selves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
tion of our body.” See i Cor. xiii 13. “ And now 
abideth faith, hope, charity; but the greatest of 
these is charity.” The fatth, and hope, will be swal- 
lowed up in certainty; but charity alone will re- 
main! This faith, and hope, is the effect,—the cause, 
is God, who gives the knowledge. Fath and hope 
remaius,or lasts during the age of the believer, who 
enjoys the glorious anticipation of the * restitution 
of all things,’ when his body shall be redeemed at 
the resurrection, when all shall rise in the Redeem- 
er’s image ; for ‘ as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood can- 
not iwherit the kingdom of God, &c.; for this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption,” &e. 1 Cor: xv. 
49 to 58. This will appear yet more plain, if we 
consider, first, that it was during the age spoken of 
by Christ, that he was offered up, “and by one offer- 
ing, perfected for ever those that are sanctified.” 
Now we have no objection to restrict the term in 
Hebrews, to mean age,* for Paul, who wrote that 
Epistle, declared to the Galatians, 2d chap. 20th 
verse, “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I 
live, yet not J, but Christ liveth in me,—and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
JSwith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” This conveys an useful lesson. 
Paul was loved, not because he repented, for he was 
redeemed, and after Christ a died for him, 
he persecuted the saints. We now ask uur corres- 
poudent, whether the slrong expressions he quoted 
relative to the punishment of the wicked, in Mat- 
thew 25,are as strong as the declarations of the 
apostle, see Romans viii. 38, 39. “ For [ am_ per- 
suaded,” (Paul really spoke as though he was quite 
positive. Was he mistaken? On this question 
vur correspondent stands or falls!) “1,” says Paul, 
“am persuaded, that neither DEATH, aor LIFE, 
wor ANGELS,nor PRINCIPALITIES,nor POW- 
ERS, nor things present, nor THINGS to COME, 
&e., shall be ABLE to SEPARATE us from the 
LOVE of GOD, which is IN CHRIST JESUS 
our LORD!” Now who does God love ? The Serip- 
tures shall answer,—“ God so LOVED THE 
WORLD, that he gave his only begotten Son, thet 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Now for the objection. He 
that believeth! Granted, and po other,—and more, 
the life here mentioned, is the acwreoy life ; and it is 








* When we wrote the above, we supposed, Hebrews 
x 14 “ He hath perfected for ever them that are saneti- 
fied. read in the original re «.«s, but upon examination, 
we find it is & re ‘os, « Perpetuus 1. Perpetual, unintier- 
rupted. continual, without ceasing. 2 Universal, always 
holding good. 3. Constant, permanent. 4. The whole. all. 
5 Everlasting, endless, immortal, &c. We give this expla- 
nation for the truth’s sake. We have no fears of our cor- 
respondent's taking advant of the liberty we gave 
him. We consider this as CONCLUSIVE! See Rev. 
xiv 11. ftis there from ageto age When time shall be 
no more, ages shall cease! We repeat it,—this evidence 
is conclusiec! 





filled. Aod io the3oth chap. 31st yerse, be declared, 


the consequence of faith. Look again to Galati 

ii. 20. This life which is the cmniamene on 
when faith is made shipwreck is lost,—mark well 
the phraseology,HE that BELIEVETH,—when he 
ceases to believe, he perishes! But remember, this 
aus, LIFE, and the LOVE of GOD, are tue 
things! But do not some perish? Yes, many —but 
hear the word of God,—* Thy DEAD SHALL 
LIVE! My DEAD BODY shall they arise ; (* Be it 
known unto you, that Christ is the HEAD of every 
man; we are the members of his body, of his flesh 
and of his bones.’) AWAKE and sing, ye that dwelj 
in dust,” &e. This is confirmation strong,—here 
competition ceases,—armed with the SWORD of 
the GOSPEL of Christ, the Omnipotent word of 
God, we fear no enemy,—we are ready to meet a 
world in arms,—for battle is but a prelude to eyp-. 
quest, because we fight under the banners of God, 
who giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; to whom be ALL the glory through all ages, 
and to world without end! Aimen. 

(To be Concluded next week ) 


For the Gospel Herald. 
Questions relating to ihe Unpardonable Sin. 

First. Can we ever in time or eternity, say with 
propriety, that we have been forgiven a sin, which 
was atoned for by the sufferings of Christ, in union 
with the members of his body ? 

Second. Is it necessary the debtor should both 
pay -the debt, and be forgiven too, in order to go 
tree : 

Third. When Christ took away the sin of the 
world, by his sufferings unto death, was that sin, 
(the sin unto death,) forgiven, or atoned for ? or was 
it both ? 

Fourth. Did not all men suffer with Christ on the 
cross nearly 1800 years ago? Why suffer, if the sin 
was forgiven? That all pardonable sins were thea 
forgiven in Christ, I will not deny,—pain only was 
felt for that, which could not be forgiven. 

MYSTICUS. 
REMARKS. 

Weare disposed to say, that all sins are pardona- 
ble; if not, the prophet surely was wrong, when he 
said,of God, ‘who forgiveth all thine tniquities,’ §c. 

Quere. Cannot a good father forgive with all his 
heart, the trespass of his child, and at the same time 
let the child suffer a tempprary inconvenience from 
that trespass, and the father’s motive be for the good 
of his child ? This simple question properly under- 
stood, would,we think, teach many an useful lesson. 

—_— 


IMPORTANT QUERIES. 


Those who constantly insist that it is necessary to 
hold up the doctrine of a future state of punishment 
iv order to deter the wicked from the commission of 
sin, and that the opinion that all the punishment for 
sin is in this world, where it is committed, is of im- 
moral tendency, are asked the following questions. 

Would a thief ever steal, if he knew beforehand 
that he should certainly be detected and punished 
according to law ? If this question be answered in 
the negative, as we are sure every man will answer 
it, it is then evident, that the punishment our Jaw in- 
fliets would be quite suflicient to deter the thief, pro- 
vided there could be no hope of escape. Now the 
case is clear; we want something that may operate 
to make up the deficiency occasioned by a possibility 
of escape. Well, is the doctrine of this future pun- 
ishment sufficient to make up this defect? If this 
question be answered in the negative, as we are sure 
it must be, then what good does it do? We know 
that all sorts of crimes are constantly practised by 
those who have been educated from infaney to be- 
lieve in this future hell, and who never doubted of 
the reality of the doctrine. Then the question re- 
mains,what good has their education,in this particu- 
lar ever effected? We believe that the best method 
is to teach men that there is no possible way of es- 
cape from the evil consequences of wrong doing, but 
to “ cease to do evil and to learn to do well.” 

Boston Universalist Magazine. 





*,* Correspondents who have usually sent their commu- 
nicetions to the residence of the Editor, are informed, he has 
removed to53 Elm-Street- ; 

Mentor, Theophilus, and Witness are received. 








